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BREED, BUY & RACE IN OHIO…OHIO IS FOR WINNERS!

The quest for a third straight 1,000-win 
season for driver Aaron Merriman literally 
went down to the wire. In his second to 
last drive of the year, Merriman took Some 
More Prince, the 3-5 favorite, to the lead 
and never looked back on the way to  
the victory.

The win capped a wild last day of the racing 
season for Merriman in his quest to reach 

his goal. Merriman started the day by 
winning three races at The Meadows. Then 
following a two hour and 15-minute drive 
to Northfield Park, Merriman found the 
winner’s circle four times.

“No one appreciates this more than I do, 
I promise you that” said Merriman. “It’s a 
lot of hard work, a lot of family love and 
everybody helps me a little bit.”

Merriman is the fourth driver to notch 
1,000 wins, but the first to not only do it 
twice, but now do it a third time. Walter 
Case won 1,077 races in 1988, Tony  
Morgan had 1,004 in 2,006 and Tim  
Tetrick set the all-time single season mark 
with 1,189 wins in 2007. 

The 41-year-old Merriman won 1,095 races 
in 2017 and won 1,143 last year. 

Merriman says it means a lot to win 1,000 
for a third time. “You are setting a bar. Chris 
Page said it best, he said “you have to be 
insane to do what you do.” Ronnie (Wrenn 
Jr.) and Ryan (Stahl) those guys think  
I’m crazy.”

“I love driving horses. I don’t love driving 
my car, it’s wearing on me” said Merriman. 

If a fourth straight year of 1,000 wins is to 
be, Merriman says it might be with fewer 
starts. “I had less starts this year and prob-
ably will again. If it’s a few hundred starts a 
year. I don’t know. I don’t want to make any 
predictions. I guess doing something first is 
always cool.”

Merriman dedicated the season to his best 
friend, Barry Langley, who passed away 
earlier this year. “He would much rather  
me have 999, only for the shock factor” 
Merriman said with a smile. “Bless him, I 
dedicate this to Barry.” 

MERRIMAN WINS 1,000 BY FRANK FRAAS

 JJ Zamaiko Photography

UPCOMING MEETING DATE—2ND QUARTER OHHA BOARD MEETING IS APRIL 23, 2020
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The three-hour trip south for the team from Northfield 
Park was well worth it as they took home top honors in the 
first-ever Buckeye Battle.  The Battle pitted five drivers from 
Northfield Park against five from Dayton Raceway with 
each team donating their Battle winnings to the Greater 
Dayton Disaster Relief Fund.

“It is just wonderful that people who weren’t affected by the 
devastation keep coming together to help those that were,” 
said the Dayton Foundation’s Carrie Dalrymple.  “We 
can’t thank the horsemen enough for choosing to make a 
positive difference in total stranger’s lives tonight.  Holly-
wood Gaming at Dayton Raceway and the Ohio Harness 
Horsemen’s Association are to be commended for creating 
this fun event to raise awareness that this is a long-term 
relief project that will take years to finish, and more help is 
still needed.”

Kurt Sugg and Greg Grismore led the way, they each won 
two races as Team Northfield won 507-445.  Drivers were 
awarded points for where their horses finished in the eight-
race competition.

Aaron Merriman picked up the fifth win for Team North-
field, which won five of the eight races.

Tyler Smith, Jeremy Smith and Josh Sutton collected wins 
for the Dayton Raceway team.  

Sugg was the overall points leader by collecting 130 points, 
while Grismore was second with 119.

Merriman says it’s great to be able to give back, “Anytime 
you can do something for charity, it makes you feel good.  
To be able to do what we do and give back is awesome.”

TEAM NORTHFIELD WINS BUCKEYE BATTLE
By Frank Fraas

The drivers from both Northfield Park and Hollywood Dayton 
present a check for $3000 to Carrie Dalrymple, Community 
Relations Program Officer for the Dayton Foundation, which 
administers the Greater Dayton Disaster Relief Fund. (L to R, Team 
Northfield, Chris Lems, Kurt Sugg, David Lake, Greg Grismore, 
Aaron Merriman (kneeling), Director of Racing Jason Bluhm, 
Montgomery County Commissioner Debbie Lieberman, , starter 
Mike Woebkenberg, Dalrymple, OHHA Outreach and Public Re-
lations Coordinator Frank Fraas, OHHA Executive Director Renée 
Mancino, OHHA Brand Ambassador Roger Huston, OHHA Track 
Representative Brett Merkle, Team Dayton Raceway Brett Miller 
(kneeling), Kayne Kauffman, Josh Sutton, Tyler Smith (kneeling) 
and Jeremy Smith. 

(Above Photo) Team North-
field Park headed north with 
state bragging rights follow-
ing their 507-445 victory 
in the “Buckeye Battle” at 
Hollywood Dayton. (L to R) 
Greg Grismore, David Lake, 
Kurt Sugg, Aaron Merriman 
and Chris Lems. 

 Breedings for Sale to Top Sires for 2020 
If you are looking for trotting or pacing mares or have a mare to sell, 

Call me! 
Book early to avoid a shutout. 

 
 TROTTERS 
 Muscle Mass Muscle Massive Conway Hall 
 Creatine  Trixton  Kadabra 
 Royalty for Life Bar Hopping Father Patrick 
 Uncle Peter Cantab Hall Volstead 
 Enterprise Southwind Frank  
  
 
 
 PACERS 
 Sunshine Beach  Rockin Image Bettors Delight 
 Well Said Sweet Lou Shadow Play 
 Courtly Choice American Ideal Pet Rock 
 Betting Line  Fear The Dragon Tellitlikeitis  
 Western Vintage Rocking Amadeus JK Endofanera 
 Stag Party Jimmy Freight 

Claude Brault, Equine Agent, Breeding Consultant 
(905) 520-3941 

Email for complete list:  cbrault2@cogeco.ca 

Team Dayton Raceway (L to R) Tyler Smith, Brett 
Miller, Jeremy Smith, Kayne Kauffman and Josh 
Sutton
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Progeny of Ohio-based stallions who participated in the 2019 Ohio 
Sires Stakes earned a total of $7,100,000 in purses. Stallions must 
be registered with the Ohio State Racing Commission (OSRC) 
during the year of conception for their foals to be eligible to Ohio 
Standardbred Development Fund (OSDF) events such as the Ohio 
Sires Stakes (OSS), Ohio Breeders Championship (OBC) and 
Ohio Fair Stakes (OFS), among others.

Twenty-eight pacing stallions were represented by youngsters and 
older horses in this past season’s OSS contests who earned a total 
of $3,450,000, with ten of those laterally-gaited studs siring the 
winners of $103,000 or more. 

Pet Rock was the leading sire among those 28, with his OSS per-
formers earning $612,800. Yankee Cruiser was the next most prolif-

ic stallion, with $542,850 in foal earnings, while McArdle sired the 
winners of $457,650 in 2019 OSS races. The ill-fated Dragon Again 
saw his foals earn $391,400, while Nob Hill High had foal earnings 
of $252,800; Big Bad John $244,150; and Mr. Apples, $200,000.

Eight pacing stallions standing in Ohio sired foals who earned 
between $15,500 and $79,500 in 2019 OSS events, while four had 
starters who earned between $3,750 and $6,000.

 Pet Rock, who stands at Midland Acres in Bloomingburg, OH, had 
19 foals represented among the 2- and 3-year-olds in OSS contests, 
with 12 freshmen and seven sophomores.

Ohio Sires Stakes Stallions Shine in 2019
By Kimberly Rinker, OSDF Administrator 

2019 Divisional Horse of Year Honors
Three World Champions and Ohio Triple Crown Winners highlight the top Ohio Pacers and 

Trotters for 2019. Winners in the 2-year-old, 3-year-old and Aged Divisions will be honored at 

the Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association and United States Trotting Association’s District 1 

Annual Awards Banquet January 18, 2020 at the University Area Marriott in Columbus.  

Ninety-four different horses received votes in the ten categories. 

PACERS

World Champion and Ohio Triple Crown Winner Looksgoodinar-
omper is the 2-Year-Old Pacing Filly of the Year. Owned by Burke 
Racing Stable and Weaver Bruscemi LLC, Looksgoodinaromper 
established a new world record of 1:52.3 on a half-mile track at 
Northfield Park during the Ohio Sire Stakes. Looksgoodinaromper 
won five of 12 starts for trainer Ron Burke.

The 2-Year-Old Pacing Colt of the Year is World Champion and 
Ohio Triple Crown winner Elver Hanover. Owned by Burke Rac-
ing Stable, Bridgette Jablonsky, Jason Melillo, J&T Silva - Purnel 
& Libby, Elver Hanover won all nine of his starts. Elver Hanover’s 
1:48.3 equaled the world record for 2-year-old pacers and set a new 
record for 2-year-old colts. 

Queen Of The Pride is the 3-Year-Old Pacing Filly of the Year 
in Ohio. Owned by Frank Chick, Queen Of The Pride started 19 
times winning eight on the way to earning $385,597. 

The 3-Year-Old Pacing Colt of the Year is Bllack Hole. Bllack Hole 
was a top-two finisher in all seven races in 2019, winning six, for 
owner-trainer Clarence Foulk and L&L Stable. 

The Aged Pacer of the Year is Sectionline Bigry. Sectionline 
Bigry, owned by Harold Lee Bauder, won 12 of 20 starts, earning 
$222,420 in 2019.

TROTTERS

World Champion and Ohio Triple Crown winner Action Uncle is 
the 2-Year-Old Trotting Colt of the Year in Ohio. Action Uncle hit 
the board in all six races, winning three to earn $225,575 for owner 
Kenneth A. Sommer Trust. Action Uncle set his world record at 
the Ohio Breeders Championship at the Delaware County Fair, 
winning in 1:54.0.

Kikimora won three times and finished second three times as she 
was named Ohio’s 2-Year-Old Trotting Filly of the Year. Owned 
by Sandra Burnett and trainer Chris Beaver, Kikimora earned 
$210,196 in 2019.

The 3-Year-old Trotting Colt of the Year is Lane Of Stone. Lane Of 
Stone won 11 races in 15 starts for owner Harry Horowitz, earning 
$295,279 in 2019.

Only Take Cash hit the board 12 of 13 times to be named the 
3-Year-Old Trotting Filly of the Year. Only Take Cash earned 
$462,708 for owners Robert McIntosh Stables LLC, Dave A. Boyle 
and Mardon Stables.

The Aged Trotter of the Year is Mission Accepted. Mission Accept-
ed raced at 11 different tracks in two countries, winning five times 
on the way for owners Burke Racing Stable LLC, Knox Services, 
David B. Wills and Weaver Bruscemi LLC.
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After a spectacular season in the sulky, 
Jazmin “the Little Flower” Arnold was 
unanimously named the United States 
Harness Writers Association (USHWA) 
Dan Patch Amateur Driver of the Year. She 
now joins “Hurricane Hannah” Miller as 
the second woman to earn this prestigious 
harness racing honor.

In her first full season driving harness 
horses, to say that the diminutive miss 
posted excellent numbers would be a gross 

understatement. Currently with 59 trips to 
post, Jazmin has 23 wins, 10 seconds and 
five thirds for a spectacular .512 Universal 
Driver Rating System (UDRS).

“I’m tremendously honored with the award, 
but it wasn’t anything that I was seeking 
when the season started,” Jazmin related. 
“But after success at the Ohio Fairs, I was 
approached by Steve Oldford who was 
seeking members for the Billings Series, and 
I was quick to jump aboard. It turned out to 
be absolutely fabulous for me.”

Arnold is a member of a harness racing 
family and a veteran of the Woodland Run 
Equine Veterinarian Clinic in Columbus, 
Ohio. Being an accomplished barrel-rac-
er, she was urged by her boyfriend, Adam 
Short, to try her hand at driving. And after 
a few victories, she was hooked.

After mainly driving around the Ohio 
county fairs for her dad, Larry Finn, and 
Short, she then met veteran trainer Herman 
Hagerman whom she admits was instru-
mental in helping her along in her burgeon-

ing career by offering her a chance to drive 
some good raceway stock.

“He was the easiest man in the world to 
drive for,” she said. “He is low-keyed and 
easy-going, and he taught me a lot about 
handling and driving a harness horse.”

Once she joined the Billings Series, she was 
a terror on the racetrack. She recently won 
12 races against accomplished Billings driv-
ers at Delaware, Ohio and at pari-mutuel 
racetracks in the Midwest. And on Novem-
ber 3rd she had a driving-double, winning 
both Billings Trots at Northfield Park.

Her talent and dedication has gained re-
spect from all in the industry, and the sky’s 
the limit for Jazmin Arnold.

When the members of the United States 
Harness Writers Association host their 
annual Convention and Awards Banquet in 
Orlando in late February, “the Little Flow-
er” will be in full bloom when she accepts 
the 2019 Dan Patch Amateur Driver of the 
Year Award.

JAZMIN ARNOLD named USHWA  
2019 National Amateur Driver of the Year
by John Manzi, USHWA National Amateur Driver of the Year Committee

OHHA Honors Award Winners
The Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association has announced the 
recipients of their 2019 annual awards.

The Defiance County Area Horsemen Association is the recipient 
of the Dick Brandt Sr. Extra Effort Award. The award is named for 
OHHA past president Dick Brandt Sr. and is presented to local 
horsemen’s associations and matinee clubs that have made a com-
mitment to county fair racing. 

The DCAHA was formed in 2010 to save harness racing at the 
Defiance County Fair in Hicksville, Ohio. The Association was 
responsible for conducting harness racing at the fair from 2011 
through 2016.

The Defiance County Area Horsemen Association believes be-
ing active in all aspects of harness racing in cooperation with the 
Defiance County Fair Board shows a “team effort” is the best way to 
display county fair racing to the public. 

Conley Newberry of Beavercreek, Ohio is the winner of the Terry 
Holton Youth Award. The award is named for Terry Holton, a 2005 
inductee into the Ohio Harness Racing Hall of Fame. 

Newberry, a senior at Beavercreek High School, is heavily involved 
in harness racing. He has worked for the Mike Polhamus Stable in 
Troy, Ohio. 

The 2019 Outstanding Groom Award recipient is Ben Lindsey of 
Chillicothe, Ohio. Lindsey has worked for the Steve Carter Stables 
for over five years, caring for ten horses as well as performing main-
tenance at the Carter Stables. 

The Maynard & Stella Hagemeyer Significant Contribution Award 
recipient is Robert Schmitz. Schmitz has an extensive knowledge of 
harness racing. He has been an owner and breeder of Standardbreds 
since 1983. Schmitz served two terms on the Ohio State Racing 
Commission. He lobbied for the Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Associ-
ation and served on the Standard Development Fund board. 

The Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association also named the re-
cipients of two Special - Service to Harness Racing Awards, Julie 
Amstutz of Pandora, Ohio and Gene Wiley of Richwood, Ohio. 
Amstutz will be honored for her forty-seven years of service as a 
clerk of course and a charter. Wiley will be honored for his service 
as a race official.
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Meyers and Travis Receive  
Groom Appreciation Award
Joyce Meyers and Mary Jane Travis have received Groom Appreciation Awards 
at Dayton Raceway.

Myers contributes to the Steck Stable, working tirelessly seven days a week. 

Travis is a long-time staff member at Virgil Morgan Jr.’s stable.

Nominate your grooms. Nomination forms can be found at OHHA.com  
or by contacting your track representatives Amy Hollar or Brett Merkle. 

TRACK NOTES
Hollywood Dayton Raceway smashed its all-time daily handle by a wide 
margin on December 23rd by taking in $664,945. Dayton Raceway wrapped 
up its sixth straight year of growth.

Fan of Terror finished the 2019 season with 18 wins.  If 18 wins wasn’t im-
pressive enough, the seven-year-old gelding’s annual earnings were $219,705 
racing exclusively in top level claimers to start the year and top condition and 
open events the rest of the way. The total is believed to be the highest yearly 
total ever for a horse racing exclusively in Ohio and Indiana overnights with-
out the benefit of a single penny in stakes money.

Three horses have said goodbye to the track because of mandatory retirement. 
T Red, Pembroke Snapshot and Electric Lad wrapped up their careers at 
Northfield Park in December. T Red, one of the most reliable horses on the 
Ohio and Michigan circuits, raced 477 times and is one of just 16 pacers to 
win 100 times.  Pembroke Snapshot raced 351 times in his career with 45 
wins. Electric Lad raced 380 times in his career and finished with 52 wins. 

Whata Swan set a new track record at Dayton Raceway for three-year-old 
colt trotters. On a cold December night Whata Swan, the son of Swan For 
All, won for the eighth time this year in 1:53.2 clipping almost a full second 
off the old mark of 1:54.1 by Lane Of Stone.

Ohio native Tony Hall collected his 6,000th career win in December. Hall, 
who grew up in Carlisle, Ohio, began his career at Lebanon Raceway. He 
moved to Northfield Park and then located to The Meadows in 2006. Hall 
says his back-to-back Ohio Sires Stakes championships in 2018 and 2019 
with filly pacer Queen Of The Pride are among his most memorable wins.

DAYTON RACEWAY WRAPS UP YEAR
By Gregg Keidel

The curtain fell on the annual Hollywood Dayton 
Raceway meet December 28th, with its sixth  
consecutive year of handle growth.

"Our overall all-sources handle was up over 
$2 million for the meet," exclaimed first-year 
Director of Racing Jason Bluhm, "resulting in a 
14% increase in our daily average. I'm especially 
excited about the strong finish to the 2019 meet 
and the prospects for the future."

Leading driver and trainer awards were presented 
to Brett Miller, who drove 151 winners during 
the 78-day meet, and Virgil Morgan Jr., who 
harnessed 52 winners during the session.

Miller, a winner of 8,450 races in his career, 
banked over $1.2 million with his mounts during 
the Dayton meet.

Morgan Jr. won races at a 23% clip, while his 
stable earned over $370,000 in purses.

Rounding out the Top 10 among drivers were 
Jeremy Smith, Tyler Smith, Josh Sutton, Dan 
Noble, Kayne Kauffman, Chris Page, Trevor 
Smith, Cameron McCown and Shawn Barker II.

Top 10 trainers, in addition to Morgan Jr., were 
Peter Redder, Dan Noble, Ron Burke, Charles 
Stewart, Kayne Kauffman, Jessica Smith, Tyler 
George, Jeff Brewer and Adam Short.

Fan Of Terror edges past I'm A Big Deal to win the Billy Hamm Memorial in 1:50.4 at 
Hollywood Dayton Raceway. (Benjamin Holton Photo)

Joyce Meyers

Mary Jane Travis
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Roll Call, all Commissioners present except 
Commissioner Patmon. Commissioner 
Winters left following Dr. Robertson’s 
Report.

In normal business for the Commission, the 
Executive Director’s Approval items were 
introduced, and the November 25, 2019 
Minutes were offered for ratification. There 
were no documents related to the Executive 
Director’s approvals disclosed or provided to 
those in attendance. 

The Executive Director’s Report included 
fine money expenditure requests, requests 
to decouple entries, a request from MGM 
Northfield Park to amend their live sched-
ule, and a Mandatory Pick 6 payout. The 
MGM Northfield Mandatory Pick 6 payout 
took place the day before Thanksgiving. The 
Pick 6 had a $306,000 carryover, and over 
$460,000 in the pool was distributed to 75 
winners with each receiving approximately 
$5,900 each. The Racing Commission unan-
imously ratified the Executive Director’s 
Approval items and November 25, 2019 
Meeting Minutes.

Consideration to approve the Thoroughbred 
Race Fund (TRF) for 2020 was discussed 
by Greg Veit, the Fund Administrator. The 
Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund’s Advisory 
Committee met and recommended changes 
to the existing “Best of Ohio” program. They 
voted to omit the $150,000 single-days of 
racing and instead offer a “Best of Ohio 
Series”, comprised of five $100,000 stakes 
races to be hosted at each of the three 
Thoroughbred racetracks. The Fund will 
contribute $15,000 to each hosting race-
track to promote the Series event. The Fund 
will also provide $100,000 to the Ohio 
State University for research and $20,000 
to the Ohio Thoroughbred Breeders and 
Owners for advertising and promotion. The 
TRF has projected a $3.4 million deficit 
amount, which has been guaranteed by the 
Ohio Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective 
Association (OHBPA). The deficit was due 
to a significant increase in the Fund’s expen-
ditures in 2019, $3.378 million came from 
VLT supplemental contributions from the 
HBPA fund. In 2020 the fund’s projected 
deficit will be $3.5 million. That will come 
from the the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 

VLT supplemental contribution. The Racing 
Commission requested a monthly report on 
the Thoroughbred Race Fund to be included 
with the Racing Commission’s financial 
packet. Commissioner Hansen requested a 
discussion regarding potential changes in 
the Fund.

Consideration to approve the Standardbred 
Development Fund. The Standardbred 
Development Fund is carrying a $1.369 
million balance into 2020. Amendments to 
the 2020 program included Standardbred 
Development Committee-ratified chang-
es. The base-purse structure will remain 
the same for each leg: (1) the $300,000 
guaranteed 2 and 3 year-old “Super Night 
Finals” per division will be at host loca-
tion, Eldorado Scioto Downs on Saturday, 
September 5, 2020. (2) The 2 and 3 year-old 
“Consolation Finals” will remain $75,000 
at host location, MGM Northfield Park on 
Saturday October 17, 2020. (3) An increase 
in the Veterans Championship 4-year old 
and up Pace and Trot purses to $85,000, 
with all Veterans Finals held on Friday, 
October 16, 2020 at Hollywood Gaming 
at Dayton Raceway. (4) Condition chang-
es included Detention Barn restrictions 
when an OSS race (whether Consolation, 
Veterans, or otherwise) has a final purse of 
$100,000 or more. (5) A $100,000 do-
nation for equine-related research to The 
Ohio State University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. (6) Proposed promotional and 
advertising budget decreased to $185,000 
from $200,000 to include $100,000 for the 
Standardbred Development Fund for adver-
tising and promotions, $50,000 to Eldorado 
for Super Night advertising and promotion, 
$25,000 for advertising and promoting the 
Consolation Finals night at MGM North-
field, and $10,000 to advertise and promote 
the Veteran Championships at Hollywood 
Gaming at Dayton Raceway. The Racing 
Commission unanimously ratified proposed 
modifications 1-5 and tabled item (6) for 
further discussion and review.

In other business, the Racing Commission 
considered the appointment of the 2020 
Simulcast Collection and Settlement Agent 
for Jack Thistledown. Jack Thistledown 
applied to continue to handle their own 

collection and settlement. In November the 
Racing Commission had deferred approval, 
pending sale and transfer of the real prop-
erty to VICI Properties, Inc. The Racing 
Commission unanimously approved Jack 
Thistledown’s Settlement and Collection 
request for 2020. 

There was no monthly status update on the 
Permit Holder and Horsemen’s Agreement 
Negotiations between Belterra Park and the 
Ohio Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective 
Association (OHBPA).

A recap on the horse racing fatalities to 
December 18, 2019 was provided by Rac-
ing Commission Veterinarian, Dr. James 
Robertson. It was noted that the numbers 
reported since 2009 are for training-related 
and racing-related catastrophic breakdowns, 
analogous to the Jockey Club’s reporting 
requirements for sudden deaths that occur 
during or 72 hours after a race. From last 
month’s report there were three Thor-
oughbred and one Standardbred fatality. 
Year-to-date total catastrophic losses are 
thirty-six Thoroughbred fatalities and 
four Standardbred racing-related fatalities 
statewide.  There was discussion relat-
ed to catastrophic-loss necropsy and the 
post-necropsy review conducted at Penn 
Gaming racetracks. As represented, the pro-
gram is useful as a good uniform model and 
is particularly helpful to identify issues with 
repeat offenders. There was added discussion 
about states that have voided claiming rules 
and the scope of responsibility for the State 
Veterinarian in that process.

The Monthly Racing Commission financial 
report was provided by Fiscal Officer Sherry 
White. Revenue shows an increase of 68% 
for this month year-over-year, however that 
is due to adding the track fine account mon-
ies to the Commission’s reporting and an 
IT refund the prior month. Overall revenue 
for the fiscal year is up 8% with expenses up 
3%, year-over-year.

Commissioner Hansen provided a summary 
of the progress with the Medication and 
Testing Committee. With Resolution 2019-
07 passed, the Medication and Testing 
Committee’s focus has been on deploying 
the pre-testing regime. The next Committee 

Regularly Scheduled Meeting Recap
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at the Columbus Riffe Center By Renée Mancino
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Meeting is likely to be scheduled in 
February 2020.

Commissioner Simpson provided detail 
on the Safety Committee. The Commit-
tee made good progress in last month’s 
meeting. There were discussions regard-
ing racetrack paramedic and physician 
protocol, loose-horse warning systems, 
jockey concussive protocols, and other 
safety initiatives. The Safety Committee 
had a meeting scheduled immediate-
ly following the Racing Commission 
meeting in Room 1920. The agenda 
topics included safety helmets and vests, 
safety reins, and yearly eye exams or 
physicals for jockeys and drivers.

Chairman Borgemenke offered com-
ments regarding a future initiative that 
will look at and examine what is going 
on with the advertising and promotion 
of racing statewide. Also on the horizon 
is a look at the fine account monies, 
evaluating how those monies are being 
spent, and how to best use the fine 
account monies. 

The Racing Commission adjourned into 
Executive Session to discuss personnel 
matters. There was no further business 
to be conducted after the Executive Ses-
sion, so the motion and vote was taken 
to adjourn into Executive Session and 
conclude the meeting. 

For a transcript of the meeting, contact 
the Ohio State Racing Commission. 
The next scheduled Racing Commis-
sion meeting date is January 22, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be held 
at the Riffe Center, Room 1948, 77 S. 
High St., Columbus, Ohio.

Thank You to our  
2019 P.A.C.E.R. Contributors  

OHHA Pacesetters as of 12/31/19

Jim Arledge

Dan Ater

Kyle Ater

Stephen Bateson

Donald Bean

Hugh Beatty

Charles & Johanna Beaver

Christopher &  
Amanda Beaver

Lucinda Belcher

William & Renee Bercury

George Berlin

Brad & Lisa Bixler

Ted Blain

Richard Brandt

Harold & Dianna  
Breidenbach

Jason Brewer

Kreil Brianna

Doyle & Mary Jo Bross

Brian & Jennifer Brown

Jim Buchy

Mervin Burkholder

Henry & Katie Burkholder

Roy & Melissa Burns

Steven & Tammy Carter

Casey & Brady Clemens

Daniel Coate

Janis Comstock-Jones

Brad Conrad

Scott Cox

Carol Cramer

Jennifer Daniels

Joseph & Frances  
Darmofal

Nathan Davis

Patricia Davis

Thad Doty

Daniel & Cynthia Drake

Carl & Chris Easterday

Jeff & Linda Ebersole

Shari & Dana Eidens

Rev. Danny Eitel

David & Vickie Elliott

Jeff & Senena Esty

Rebecca Ewing-Buckner

Thomas Gerdeman

R. Kevin Greenfield

Ed Sr & Ed Jr Greeno

Robert Grose

Scott Hagemeyer

Randy & Kim Haines

Daniel Hale

Jason Hanna

Jerry & Billie B Haws

Thomas & Kathleen Hicks

Aimee Hock

Calvin & Amy Hollar

Toni Dale Hollar

Aaron Hollar

Carson Hollar

Don & Tamara Hoovler

Don “Skip” Hoovler

J. Patrick Huber

Ronald Hunwick

Roger Huston

Dr. Robert Hutchison

Randall & Erin Hutchison

Kayne Kauffman

Suanne Kochilla

James Koehler

John Konesky, III

Jayme Laing

Calvin Lamb

Toni Langhann

Brian & Kelly Larrick

Milton Leeman

Randy & Tia Leopard

Herbert &  
Rosemary LeVan

William Lowe

Tye & Pamela Loy

Jerry Maloon

Kevin Manley

Mark & Kathy Martin

Kathy Martin 

Rick & Donas Martindale

Sean Mayhugh

Richard &  
Joyce McClelland

Cameron &  
Jessica McCown

Jason Melillo

John Melshiemer

Brett Merkle

Mahlon Miller

Marlin Miller

Scott Mogan

Michael Molitor

Rory Moore

Harold & Peggy Moore

Virgil Morgan

John & Kyle Mossbarger

Jay & Brenda Mossbarger

Hunter Myers

Dan & Linda Nance

Eric Nesselroad

Jeff Nisonger

Dan Noble

John Oliverio

James & Linda Otto

Earl & Cynthia Owings

Christopher Page

Dr. John Piehowicz II

Marvin & Dorothy Raber

Stephen Reis

Dayle Roof

Michael & Patty Roth

William Rufenacht

Joe Sbrocco

Allen Schmidthorst

Robert Schwartz

Bret & Robin Schwartz

Dave Scott

Jeff Shafer

Karen Shafer

Daryl & Betty  
Jo Sherman

Lester Shrock

Andrew Shrock

Tom Sicro

Robert Sidley

George Smith

Joseph Spadaro

Ryan & Nichole Stahl

Jeanne Stewart

Brent Tartar

Howard Taylor

Wayne Temple

Henry (Chip) &  
Margaret Thomson

Allen Tomlinson

Bill & Erma Sue Troyer

Linda VanCamp

Tim Vanhorn

Dan & Cheryl Venier

Kent Walker

Michael Walker

Brad & Florence Wallace

William Walters

Evelyn Walters

Matt Waltz

Jay & Sarah Watts

Mark Weaver

John Weber

Stephen Weber

Jerry Welch

Pamella Weller

Jayne Weller

Noah Wengerd

William (Mike) Wilder

Kyle Williams

Mark Winters

Brian Witt

Mike & Becky  
Woebkenberg

Ronnie & Briana Wrenn

Aaron Yoder

Steven Zeehandelar

Cynthia Zirkle

M T Pockets Stables LLC 



Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association
2237 Sonora Dr.  
Grove City, OH 43213

OHHA ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

The Buckeye Harness Horseman 
The official publication of the Ohio Harness  

Horsemen’s Association is published four times a year. 
Deadline for the Spring issue is February 14th.  

For more information e-mail: publications@OHHA

Top Of The Stretch Podcast 
Hosted by OHHA Brand Ambassador Roger Huston, 
the Top Of The Stretch podcast will look at harness 

racing in the Buckeye State. Sponsorship opportunities 
are available. For more information e-mail:  

podcast@OHHA.com

Racing with the Stars 
The Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association is on loca-
tion at county fairs across Ohio educating the public 

about harness racing and engaging fans with contests 
and more. Engage your business with thousands of 

Ohioans. For more information contact  
Frank Fraas at ffraas@ohha.com

Ohio Breeders Award Requirements

Mares registered in 2016 (Foals of 2017) mare registration date 12/31/16
Foal Age   Membership Requirement 
Bred 2016  Grace Period, No Membership Required
Foal Born 2017  No Membership Required
Yearling 2018  No Membership Required
2 & 3-Year-Old 2019, 2020 Membership Required

Mares registered in 2017 (Foals of 2018) mare registration date 12/31/17
Foal Age   Membership Requirement 
Bred 2017  Membership Required
Foal Born 2018  Membership Required
Yearling 2019  No Membership Required
2 & 3-Year-Old 2020, 2021 Membership Required 

Mares registered in 2018 (Foals of 2019) mare registration date 11/30/18
Foal Age   Membership Requirement 
Bred 2018  No Membership Required
Foal Born 2019  Membership Required
Yearling 2020  No Membership Required
2 & 3-Year-Old 2021, 2022 No Membership Required 

Mares registered in 2019 (Foals of 2020) mare registration date 11/30/19
Registrations received from 12-1-19 to 12-30-19 must be accompanied  
by a $100 per-mare late fee in addition to mare registration fee.
Foal Age   Membership Requirement 
Foal Born 2020  Membership Required

Registration Fee: $20 per mare

Membership Requirements: All owners of the mare (including those in 
businesses or stables) are required to join as Active OHHA Members.  
All business entities or stables listed as owners are required to join as 
Associate Members.

Mare Residency: Mare must be Ohio resident, foal in Ohio and remain in 
Ohio for 187 consecutive days.


